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Factors we c0nsider inportaﬂt COncerning a co-sultative
meeting of the American States on Gutemala

temala and the general situatio» i~ that country would

oductlve at this time. Such a meeting would ser ve largely as

'a de'aying actiOn for Guatemala and would give her a» opportu~ity to air

':her charges against the US at an inter-American forum with the possibility

Hof winning support from such countrles as Mexico a~d Argewtlna. Wrkie

-t a)

: w s,
such a meeting might embarrass the Arbenz Governmethqit cértainly would

'-not bring about 1ts dOanall.A On the SOntraryj it might serve as a kind

of catalyst to unite the various'eiements behiad the president for the sake
of.uphoidiﬁg the national prestige before the other America- States. Further-
'more,.it is possible that.Guatemala'could produce "evideﬁce" of US i~ter-

‘*.vention, a step that wouldjipnot Only embarrassiq..be the US but would be

”‘i;damaging to US prestige and influence in Latin America. Such a development
would be an unfortunate prelude to the Rio ec0nomic Cwaereﬂce scheduled for

this;fall, a COnference that will be most difficult and embarrass1ng/izzthe

- US without an added impedimenta. ;
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CIuS‘O“S have been reached on the basis of the follow1ng

observationsz

Py - s

,; p: a) Foreigﬂ Minister Toriello has indicated that Guatemala would

SN SRR ckuu4(
- certainly attend a&uﬂr

_eA e and would strOﬂgly defend its position.

e He has indicated cmfidence regarding support from other countries. »
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5'Buoyed by his success at the Baracas Eonﬁerence, he now CO“SiderS himself

;;Iatln America 8 No. l statesman and seems to be eagerly awaiting another

4=_i'Iron Curtain countries to Guatemala is. sharply divided. On the one hand

.....

”'_f'are the ultra cOnservatlves who would be  anti-Guatemala on any issue that
o jsmacked of Communism.» On the other are such%countries as Mexico and Costa

Rica { and such outstanding statesmen as Padilla Nervo, who has stated that |

blGuatemala ' buy arms wherever she wishes, and President Figueres,‘"h%@uns ;

- refused to make any derfogatory statement against Guatemala 1n a conversation

Hwith Ambassador Hill el Not to
A be‘overloeked»is Argentina,‘who gave_tacit support to Guatemala at Caracas
by ahsta}nihg'frem totimg on the Anti-Conunist Resolutien,'and monarece:tly
has shown ahfriendly gesture by aecorating the Guatemaian Embassador, Manuel
Galich.n Z% a COnsultativevmeeting Guatemala could ?OUnt>O? a“measure of
support from such countries:as Mexico, Costa Rica and Argentiva, and would
derlve grea;)propagawda advantage from supportiﬂg statemewts by importa”t
: Latln Americaw statesmen.(iga-pre e, by the same token, would suffer. /EQ
c) At a COnsultat1;3nmeting Guatemala could defend 1tself b%/the
fact that US has refuéed for many years to sell arms to Guatemala, despite
the terhs of the\arms standardization program and the US-Guatemala Military ?ﬁ}
'.Agreemeq£;) Guatemala‘could prove that all other countrles of: the Hemlsphere
| ’hhave beeﬂ able to purchase arms from the US, thus pointing up discrlmlnatory
s actlow on the part of the US Furthermore, it could be proved that all efforts
to purchase arms in Westerw Europe were frustrated ‘y the US

-t

d) Guatemala could take thef stand that the US is in effect trying
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- not only iv arms but alt commoditis

:Vto interfere with the trade program of Latin AmZ?IEE)Fﬁngxnxxi by trying——""

‘ to enforce east-west trade restrictiOns. Tt would not take much persuasiOn

-t

;to win support of Chile, México, Argentina, Brazil - all leading countries

"in the area =.on that point. That would be a very delicate issue to have

1

ﬂ_ aired prior to the Rio EcOnomic COnferehce. Again it would:serve the

cause of Guatemala and be _harmful to US interests.

e) As'é retaliafory‘charge agéinst the ?E,Guatemala might produce
'embarrassing "evidence" that Us llint-tralned saboteurs, armed with US Sub—
machine guns and, using US-type explos1ves had attempted to tﬂow up a trai-
carrying pert of the qrms ghipment from Puerto Barrios to Guatemala City
on 19 May. The Guaﬁemalan‘press‘car;ied photographs of the nitroglycerinre

'cartridggsgdhich féiléé to explod? and were used to commect the charge with
the détonatef, The Mi»«ist:er of Interior has stated that t?is type of ex~-
pldsives 13 not used by any bra;ch of the Guatemalan Goverrment and "possibly
not in any Céntral American country®.

In addition to"'the abdve considerations
f)i%he Guatemalan Government probably would welcome a consultative

conference as é delaying action, aklowing for distribution of arms, realign-
. ment of-forées, as well as protection against any revolutiorary attempt

- against the-goverwment
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